
That was the case with John Gross of Helton, KY. He proudly sported 

dentures quickly produced in the Clinic just in time for a wedding.  

The Clinic will be utilizing a 3D printer to make dentures in 3 to 4 

weeks, about a third of the time it has taken in the past, said Dr. Bill 

Collins, director of the Clinic.  

 Gross was happy as he checked out his new look in the mirror. 

After a minor adjustment, the dentures felt as good as they looked. 

“We will be doing the work here,” he said. “Kayla (Collett) and Pen-

ny (Gray) will be trained in the labs to be able to do the digital den-

tures. 

 “It’s a huge learning curve and having bad weather and power 

outages in February has put us about a month behind, but we’re 

working on it.” 

 The learning process, which included two days of in-person train-

ing, has been on multiple things. 

 “We have a couple of custom jobs we have been trying,” Kayla 

said. “Then there’s weekly maintenance we have to do. We’re work-

ing on it, watching training videos and everything.” 

 Dr. Collins said this came about through connections with Free-

dom House and recovery patients along with Jennifer Hancock and 

State Senator President Robert Stivers of Manchester. 

For information about the dental clinic programs, please call 598-

5138 or visit rbmission.org. 
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John Gross looks over his new look  thanks to new  dentures as Dr. 
Bill Collins gives advise.  

Clinic offers 3D printed dentures 

 atients at the Red Bird 

Dental Clinic won’t 

have to wait as long to get den-

tures thanks to an upgrade in tech-

nology. 

T he country is opening and ideas 
to celebrate Red Bird Mission’s 

centennial are now taking shape for a 
concentration of celebrations Oct. 8-10, 
2021, on the Beverly and Queendale cam-
puses of Red Bird Mission.  
 Red Bird School Alumni Association 

(RBSAA) 
officers 
joined with 
Red Bird 
Mission 
staff and 
board 
members 
to release 
tentative 
schedules 
that will 
bring back 
alumni, 
teachers, 
staff and supporters to celebrate 100 years of 
past successes and kick off a second century of 
promise and expectation. 

 Historical displays commemorating the 
people and development of Red Bird School 
will be set up representing each decade for all 
to visit and reminisce beginning Friday, Oct. 8, 
with a presentation by students at 7 p.m.  
Saturday, the usual focal day for Red Bird 
School Alumni Association events, will begin 
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Dr. Bill Collins makes an adjustment to dentures printed in 
the Red Bird Clinic lab. 
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 It was a joyous 
occasion on May 
23 when 17 sen-
iors graduated 
from Red Bird 
Christian School. 
 Not just be-
cause it was the 
end of an educa-
tional journey, but 
also because fami-
ly and friends 
could be in attend-
ance.  
 The school year 
that began virtual-
ly ended with 
classmates being 
shoulder-to-
shoulder. 
 “It is such a joy 
to be here,” said 
Kari Collins, Super-
intendent and Red 
Bird Mission 
Executive Direc-
tor, during com-
mencement.  
 She intro-
duced the key-
note speaker, Senator Robert Stivers, 
president of the Kentucky Senate. 
He spoke about the past (relating suc-
cess stories about people from South-
east Kentucky), the present (linking 
communicators on the original Star 

Trek TV show to today’s cell phones) 
and the future. 
 “The great thing about your future 
is you get to write it,” Stivers said hold-
ing up a blank notebook. 

 The Class of 
2021 heard 
speeches from 
their three vale-
dictorians: 
Bryce Helton, 
John Smith and 
Patrick 
Wacholtz, along 
with salutatori-
an Rayeanna 
Kimberlin. 
 The day 
began with a 
morning bacca-
laureate service 
at Red Bird 
Gymnasium. 
Ruth Ann Col-
lett, high school 
science and 
Bible teacher, 
spoke on the 
Beatitudes.  
 “These are 
attitudes you 
need to be in 
order to show 
holiness,” she 
said. “They’re 

hard, not easy, but that’s it. 
 “Remember where you came from, 
and remember how powerful words 
can be and how powerful blessings can 
be.” 

17 graduate in person at RBCS 

Kindergarten graduates walk the stage 

Hunter Phipps receives his diploma and medal from Mrs. 
Marsha Roark. 

 Each member of Red Bird 
Christian School’s kindergarten 
class took part in the graduation 
ceremony May 20. 
 “I can honestly say that this is 
the best kindergarten class in the 
whole world,” said Marsha Roark, 
teacher of the class. “You are so 
awesome. You work so hard and 
are so well-behaved.” 
 The school year started out 
virtually and the kids went with 
the program well, Roark said, es-
pecially since they hadn’t had 
anything like it. She specifically 
thanked the parents and grand-
parents for their role this year. 
 “I know as a parent of a kin-
dergartner that you 
have to be right there 
with them, showing 

them what we were doing,” she 
said. “You couldn’t just walk 
away.  
 “You had a big responsibility 
and you were wonderful. You did 
teaching beyond what I did and 
then did re-teaching when you 
needed to.” 
 The program began with an 
opening prayer by Raelyn Collins 
and pledges by Phoebe White-
head.  
 The ceremony wrapped up 
with Bible verses led by Hunter 
Phipps and Ella Jackson, special 
thanks from Natalie Asher and a 
closing prayer by Cambree Hol-
land. 
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with dedication of Daugh Sizemore Field at 10:30 a.m.; fea-
tured speakers with experience across the decades; alumni 
awards; and an auction to benefit the school at 2 p.m. closes 
the larger gathering that day.  
 Lots of hugs and stories will continue with alumni classes 
meeting afterwards both on and off campus.  
 The traditional worship service at Beverly United Meth-
odist Church is expected to wind up the weekend on Sun-
day. 
 Limited housing is available at Red Bird Mission, and 
some meals for attendees will be coordinated by the Mis-
sion or the RBSAA.  
 Contact Karla Roberts (kroberts@rbmission.org) for in-
formation regarding nearby hotel accommodations including 
discounts available for early bookings as well as info regard-
ing meal reservations for the weekend.  
 Contact Patty Vance (pvance@rbmission.org) if you 
would like to donate an item, service or vacation reservation 
for the auction.  
 Tours of the school and other areas of Red Bird Mission 
will be available to update visitors on current programs and 
new ones like Red Bird STEAM, the school’s 21st Century 
vocational/technical program. 

Seniors stay active 
 Closing the Red Bird Senior Center because of COVID-19 con-
cerns hasn’t kept residents from being active. 
 “We have walking challenges we participate in through the Clay 
County Extension Service to help encourage our members to stay 
active while quarantining at home,” said Katie Sturgill, manager of 
the center. “We do Bingocize through conference calls twice a 
week.” 
 Bingocize is a way for seniors to play a game and exercise at the 
same time. Each exercise matches a square of Bingo with all of the 
players winning prizes.  Seniors have also been making masks as 
well as doing a monthly craft. 
 “We are able to send out materials for crafts, mask making, and 
Bingocize prizes through our meal delivery service,” Sturgill said.  
 For the crafts, seniors receive prepackaged kits with all materi-
als needed to complete it.  
 “We did a pumpkin craft this past October, an angel craft in De-

cember for Christmas, and a bird feeder for spring,” Sturgill said.  

Carrie Napier made this birdfeeder this spring. 
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